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1. (Twice Amended) A flat information recording/processing device comprising: 
a thin fingerprint sensor; 
conversion unit configured to convert fingerprint data detected by tte fingerprint sensor 



iitto digital electrical signals; and 



I an exposed terminal on a part of a surface of said device, 

f 

cbnfigured for connecting with an extemal terminal. 



2. (Twice Amended) Aflat infonnation recording/processing device comprising: 



a thin fingerprint sensor; 
a memory unit configured to store fingerprint data detec 



:ed by the fingerprint sensor as 



igistered fingerprint data; 



a fingerprint matching unit configured to compare newly 
t|e registered fingerprint data stored in the memory unit; and 



an exposed terminal on a part of a surface of said device 
c|>nfigured for connecting with an extemal terminal. 



said exposed terminal 



detected fingerprint data with 



said exposed terminal 



] 3. (Twice Amended) A flat information recording/proc sssing device comprising: 

r 

[ a thin fingerprint sensor; 

\ 

i a memory unit configured to store fingerprint data detected by the fingerprint sensor as 
registered fingerprint data; 
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J an exposed temiinal on a part of a surface of said devicelf said exposed terminal 

Configured for connecting with aa external terminal; and 

i 

; a fingerprint matching unit configured to compare newly detected fingerprint data with 
tlie registered fingerprint data stored in the memory and to output a signal indicative of when 
tl^ere is a match of the fingerprints in the comparison toy4aid exposed tergginal. 




6. (Twice Amended) An information recording/processing system comprising: 




a portable information recording unit comprising a thin fingerprint sensor, a first memory 
^ figured to store fingerprint data detected by the fingerprin/sensor as registered 
fiigerprint data, a second memory unit in which user-specific information is kept, and an 

ejcposed terminal configured for connecting with an infonnation processing unit; and 

i 
f 

\ an information processing imit comprising an extern^ terminal configured to interface 

\^ith said exposed terminal of said portable information recording unit, a fingerprint matching 

u^iit configured to compare newly detected fingerprint da/a, received at said terminal, with the 

registered fingerprint data stored in the furst memory unii, received at said external terminal, and 

afdisplay unit configured to display the user-specific irforniation stored in said second memory 
r _ / 

u^t, said information processing unit configured to d/splay the user-specific taformation in the 

djisplay unit when there is a match of fingerprints. 



9. (Twice Amended) A machine/system control device comprising: 
a fingerprint sensor; 

fingerprint matching unit configured to comnw-e fingerprint data detected by the 
fjngerprint sensor with pre-registered fingerprint « 




t 

c 
I 
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a control mechanism configured to control operation of the machine/system' control 
dee in accordance with user-specific information in accordance with a sensed/fingerprint, 
^hen there is a match of fingerprint data with pre-registered fingerprint data; sg^d 

a slot for insertion of a read/write device, said slot comprising an e™mal terminal 
cpnfigured to mate with an exposed terminal of the readAvrite device, said^ external terminal 
losing where data is passed to said control device, the data being at least/iingerprint data fiom a 

ifeer of the read/write device. 

\ 

\ 10, (Twice Amended) A machine/system control device J^mp^ising: 

\ 

\ a fingerprint sensor; 

I a first memory unit configured to store fingerprint d^a detected by the fingerprint sensor 
^ registered fingerprint data; 

\ a fingerprint matching unit configured to compate fingerprint data detected by the 
^gerprint sensor with registered fingerprint data stored in the memory unit; 

a control mechanism configured to control operation of the machine/system control 
'\ I 
|evice in accordance with user-specific information corresponding to the fingerprint, when there 

^ a match of fingerprint data with the registered fingerprint data; and 

\ I 
f / 

; a slot for insertion of a read/write device, said slot comprising an external terminal 
Configured to mate with an exposed termiaai of the read/write device, said extemal terminal 

V / 

Being where data is passed to said control jlevice, the data being at least fingerprint data fiom a 
liser of the read/write device. 



17. (Once Amended) An information recording/proce; 
lakn 6 wherein said information processing unit comprises a 



J e 




sipg^ystem in accordance with 
lond tjdn fingerprint sensor and 



I 

I 
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aS third memory unit configured to store fingerprint data dete^ed by the second fingerprint sensor 
2^ xe^stered fingerprint data. 

1 8. (Once Amended) A machine/system c<4ntrol device in accordance with claim 9 in 
the user-specific information is fingerprint pata from a person who has authority to inspect 
te information in the read/write device. 




20.^(^ce Amended) A method for accessing a database of an information 
rding/proces^g device with a control device, said method comprising the steps of: 

registering fingetorint data of a first person in a memory of the control device; 

pressing a finger of the^st person on a fingerprint sensor module of the control device 
offer a fingerprint; 

\ conditioning access to the databa^^on a match of the offered fingerprint to fingerprint 
^ata in the memory of the control device; 

; connecting the information recording/proce^ang device to the control device; 

[ reading identification data fix)m a memory of the mformation recording/processing device 

parried by a second person using the control device, the data read including fingerprint data; 
I \. 

I pressing a finger of the second person on a fingerprint sensOTs^odule of the information 
Recording/processing device to obtain a fingerprint; and 

h 

comparing the obtained fingerprint of the second person to the fingerp^^ data read from 
le information recording/processing device. 

ISlfi^QeAmended) A method for controlling access to a vehicle, said method 
C\ Comprising: 

/ 

placing a finger on a fingerpniit«s^or module of a remote control module; 





i 
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litting minutiae data of the fingerprint to a receiver mounted in the vehicle; 

; comparing mS^tamutiae data to data stored in a database of registered drivers; 

^^^^^ 

conditioning opening of a doSr-^^Ae vehicle upon a match of the minutiae data to data 
4:ored in the database of registered drivers; and 

limiting a speed of the vehicle in accordance with data STOtodin the database for a 

\ 

i| iatched registered driver. 

27. (Once Amended) A method for identifying an individual comprising the steps of: 



recording fingerprint data of the individual as registered fingerprint data in a memory unit 
^f a fl^ information recording/processing device; 

sensing a fingerprint of the individual on a fingerjnint sensor of the flat information 

Recording/processing device; 

) 

I comparing the sensed fingerprint of the individual to the registered fingeipiint data using 

|i fingerprint matching unit of the flat information recfording/processing device; and 

^ I 

!< / 

p / • 

■ outputting a result of the comparison to an exposed terminal of the recording/processing 
^evice, the exposed terminal configured to conne/t to an external te 



29. (Once Amended) A method for controlling operation of a machine comprising the 



steps of: 



sensing a fingerprint of a user; 



comparing the sensed fingerprint with preregistered fingerprint d^t^ 




{ controlling access to the machine in accordance with/whether the sensed fingerprint data 
matches the preregistered fingerprint data; and 
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